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from the bondage of sin, yet kept Himself unspotted from
the world.
But reflections upon Barnardo's moral character were
among the least savage of these attacks. Some of the Home
youngsters, it was affirmed, were imprisoned from three to
eighteen days on end in "a filthy underground cellar",
which was "perfectly dark, very damp and full of rats33.
Their boots, it was asserted, were taken from them, and
such food as they were allowed was pushed through holes
in the cells. Again, parents of children in the Homes, it
was averred, would take their oath that their youngsters
were being worked to death and half starved; while also,
according to this indictment, Barnardo children were being
raised as pagans without any training in morals or religion.
The pith of the attack, however, lay in the field of finance.
If, as Barnardo had avowed, several of his industries and
brigades were practically self-supporting, what need had
he for more than £20,000 a year? And how did he spend
that sum? These questions were a prelude to charges of
swindle. Neglecting the fact that Barnardo, from the first,
had told his contributors that the names of no donors would
be published, the author threw out the accusation that
Barnardo's whole system of finance was designed to permit
the misappropriation of funds. Then, to prove his deduction,
he asked how Barnardo lived—if not on moneys sent him
for the Homes—seeing that when he came to London he
had roomed in humble quarters, whereas now he kept up
quite a presentable house. In a word, the booklet threw
out a dozen suggestions that Barnardo was a thorough-
going fraud. So, knowing nothing and apparently caring
to know nothing of the fact that every year since his arrival
in London Barnardo had an allowance from his father; that
in 1871 he had a gift of £1,500 from the same source; that
Mrs. Barnardo had a private income of several hundred
pounds per annum; and that not infrequently Barnardo
was paid for articles contributed to the Press, this pam-

